
Monty Python’s SPAMALOT. Book and 
lyrics by Eric Idle. Music by John Du 
Prez & Eric Idle. A new musical lovingly 
ripped off from the film “Monty Python 
and the Holy Grail”. From the original 
screenplay by Graham Chapman, John 
Cleese, Terry Gilliam, Eric Idle, Terry 
Jones and Michael Palin.



FOUND A NEW CASTLE &   

NEED TO SELL YOURS?

SELL YOUR CASTLE FROM  

ONLY £579 FIXED FEE  

DO YOU REALLY WANT TO PAY  

MORE TO SELL YOUR HOME? 

The only difference you will notice  

with Open House estate agents   

is what’s left in your pocket  

(and the quality of service). 

In November 1922, twenty musical theatre enthusiasts got together for the inaugural meeting of Stafford and District Operatic Society. Their first 
production, The Mikado, was staged at the Stafford Borough Hall (now the Gatehouse) in February 1924 and the Society has been going strong 
ever since. In that time, the Society has performed 134 shows as well as numerous concerts, bringing to Stafford audiences the delights of musical 
theatre and all bar two of those shows, have been performed right here at the Gatehouse Theatre, an association of which we are very proud.
 In 2007, the Society realised that there was a lack of musical development for younger people and elected to establish a youth division, MYTS 
(Musical Youth Theatre Stafford) which has proved to be a highly successful venture and which celebrates its 10th anniversary this year. 
However, putting on multiple shows each year is a challenge and in the current climate of austerity, enticing audiences to part with their hard-
earned cash, even more so. With that in mind, we look to present shows that will engage both our audiences and our membership and have in the 
last few years performed three shows never- before seen on the Gatehouse stage. This year we aim to shake it up a little more and, not only are we 
bringing you Monty Python’s Spamalot, but in July our MYTS will be performing Legally Blonde and we return with Sister Act in October. 
We’ve also had a little change of name! Why change after all these years? Well, it’s simple really, we don’t do (and haven’t for some time) opera or 
operetta and we felt that calling ourselves an Operatic Society was misleading potential members and audiences. So, after much deliberation and 
many reiterations, it was decided unanimously at our AGM in July 2016 to 
change our name to Musical Theatre Stafford. It’s far more indicative of 
what we do and strengthens our bond with our youth division MYTS 
(Musical Youth Theatre Stafford).
But that’s pretty much all that’s changed. We will still bring our audiences 
fantastic musical theatre, performed by incredibly talented casts and 
produced by local, home grown teams, many of whom started out as 
members of the Society.

We hope that you will continue to support us 
and that you all enjoy Spamalot!

ND NOW FOR  
SOMETHING  
COMPLETELY 
DIFFERENT BUT  
STILL THE SAME!



Monty Python’s Spamalot gallops onto the stage here at the Gatehouse Theatre.

Adapted from the 1975 film ‘Monty Python and the Holy Grail’ the show will give you the chance 

of a lifetime to experience one of the greatest Broadway musicals of the modern age.  It is a 

first for us and I know the audience will be roaring with laughter as the story unfolds.  It 

retells the legendary tale of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table. It features a bevy 

of beautiful show girls not to mention cows, killer rabbits and French people.  The show 

features fantastic tunes including the nations favourite comedy song ‘Always Look on the 

Bright Side of Life’.  If you are wondering where the name Spamalot came from, it comes from 

a line in the movie which goes ‘we eat ham, and jam and Spam a lot’.  We have a fantastic cast 

who have worked incredibly hard over the past few months.  I know you will not be 

disappointed and I know that you will be thoroughly entertained.

We have a splendid production team and we are delighted to welcome back Rachel Millar as 

Director and Calum Robarts as Musical Director.  Rachel and Calum have done many shows 

with us and we are so lucky to have this winning duo.  Not only does Rachel direct but she also 

does her own choreography.  We must congratulate and thank them for their enthusiasm, 

dedication and patience over the past few months and for giving us such a spectacular show.

Our youth group Musical Youth Theatre Stafford (MYTS) continues to thrive and in July they 

will be presenting Legally Blonde where once again a dazzling array of talent will be 

demonstrated.  The show is on from 5th to 8th July and tickets are available from the 

Gatehouse Theatre.  I would strongly urge you to go along and see the extraordinary talent of 

these enthusiastic young people.

We have so many dedicated people who have helped to make this show a success and I would 

like to thank them all.  We have a close relationship with the Gatehouse Theatre and a special 

thank you must go to their staff and volunteers who show real commitment and loyalty to us.

Finally, to you, our audience, thank you so much for your continued encouragement and 

support, without you we would not be able to put on such professional shows.  We will always 

strive to produce theatre that makes Stafford proud.  Now all you have to do is sit back, relax 

and be prepared to be taken on a journey that you will not forget.  Have a wonderful evening  

and I look forward to seeing you at our Autumn production when we will be doing  

the musical Sister Act which is once again a first for us. Sue Zurawiel Chairman
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edieval England, yes England and King Arthur and his trusty squire, Patsy are in search of 

Knights to join him at his Round Table. Recruiting during the black plague can be a tricky 

business, when it’s hard to tell if someone is ‘not yet dead’ but King Arthur manages to recruit a 

couple of wannabe knights (though some don’t like to fight!) and continues his search. When his 

right to rule is questioned by a politically active peasant, King Arthur enlists the help of the divine 

Diva, The Lady of the Lake to clear up his rise to power. Having convinced Dennis to join his 

growing band of Knights, King Arthur heads back to Camelot.

A Las Vegas inspired kingdom, Camelot is a lively court with the Lady of the Lake performing 

nightly, and the newly knighted Knights are enjoying all that Camelot has to offer when God 

interrupts the revelry and charges King Arthur with the quest to find the Holy Grail. 

Having travelled vast distances to far off lands, King Arthur and the Knights arrive at a castle seeking aide but the French 

soldiers are not impressed and taunt King Arthur and his Knights mercilessly. Failing to gain entry to the Castle using a 

Trojan Rabbit? King Arthur and the Knights run away. In their hast to escape, King Arthur and his Knights get separated in a 

very dark and expensive forest. Here, all alone (well, sort of) King Arthur encounters the Knights Who Say Ni, 

who demand that he find them a shrubbery and then put on a musical and take it to 

Broadway! King Arthur next encounters the Black Knight, who forces King Arthur into a 

rather one sided dual.

Back in Camelot, the Lady of the Lake, a Diva in some distress, laments at being left out 

of the action for so long, whilst brave Sir Lancelot sets off to rescue a young ‘damsel’ 

in distress. The damsel, turns out to be a musically-inclined young man called 

Herbert, whose overbearing father is forcing him into an arranged marriage. 

King Arthur, reunited with his knights, sets forth once more only to encounter Tim 

the Enchanter who warns them of an evil rabbit whom they combat with the Holy 

Hand Grenade of Antioch, blowing up nearby hill and revealing the final clue to the 

Holy Grail. 

King Arthur, having been given some not-so-subtle hints, marries the Lady of the Lake,  

Sir Lancelot marries Prince Herbert and Sir Robin decides to pursue a career in musical theatre! 

The End.

SYNOPSIS
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USICAL 
NUMBERS

HARACTER 
LIST

ACT II
ALWAYS LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE OF LIFE 
Patsy, King Arthur & Knights
BRAVE SIR ROBIN Minstrels
YOU WON’T SUCCEED ON BROADWAY Sir Robin & Chorus
WHATEVER HAPPENED TO MY PART Lady of the Lake
WHERE ARE YOU? Herbert
HIS NAME IS LANCELOT Herbert & Chorus
I’M ALL ALONE King Arthur, Patsy & Knights
THE SONG THAT GOES LIKE THIS (REPRISE) 
King Arthur & Lady of the Lake
THE HOLY GRAIL’S BEEN FOUND Knights
FINALE Herbert, Sir Robin, King Arthur, Lady of the Lake & Chorus
ALWAYS LOOK ON THE BRIGHT SIDE OF LIFE All

KING ARTHUR OF BRITON Tom Gosling
PATSY Tracey Brough-Chesters
SIR LANCELOT THE HOMICIDALLY BRAVE 
Mark Phizacklea
SIR ROBIN THE NOT-SO-BRAVE- 
AS-SIR-LANCELOT Matthew Hunt
SIR GALAHAD THE DASHINGLY 
HANDSOME Will Wood
SIR BEDEVERE THE STRANGELY 
FLATULENT Matt Giles
THE LADY OF THE LAKE 
Kellymarie Edwards
PRINCE HERBERT Jono Down
THE BLACK KNIGHT Mike Hartley
NOT DEAD FRED Heather Bates
TIM THE ENCHANTER 
David Phizacklea
KNIGHT OF NI & CONCORD 
Tina Soden
BROTHER MAYNARD Jon Wilson
MAYOR & SIR NOT-APPEARING- 
IN-THIS-SHOW Jon Wilson
DENNIS’S MOTHER & HERBERT’S  
FATHER & FRENCH TAUNTER 1 
Rob Mincher
THE HISTORIAN &  
FRENCH TAUNTER 2  
Helene Sandy

Presents

Based on the novel by Amanda Brown and the Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer motion picture

This amateur production is presented by arrangement with JOSEF WEINBERGER LTD. on behalf of MUSIC THEATRE INTERNATIONAL of NEW YORK 

OUTH
HEATRE

USICAL

TAFFORD

Wednesday 5th July to Saturday 8th July

S T A F F O R D   G A T E H O U S E   T H E A T R E

BOX OFFICE  01785 619080

Book Tickets online at: 
www.staffordgatehousetheatre.co.uk

ACT I
OVERTURE Orchestra
FISCH SCHLAPPING DANCE Mayor & Chorus
MONK’S CHANT Monks
KING ARTHUR’S SONG King Arthur, Patsy
I AM NOT DEAD YET  
Not Dead Fred, Sir Lancelot, Sir Robin & Chorus
LADY OF THE LAKE Lady of the Lake, Dennis & Chorus
LAKER GIRLS King Arthur, Patsy, Laker Girls & Chorus
THE SONG THAT GOES LIKE THIS 
Dennis, Lady of the Lake & Chorus Ladies
ALL FOR ONE Knights
KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE  
Lady of the Lake, King Arthur, Knights & Chorus
FIND YOUR GRAIL  
Lady of the Lake, King Arthur, Knights & Chorus
RUN AWAY King Arthur, French & Brits
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Director
ACHEL Millar

Rachel has been involved in theatre in Stafford for as long as she can 

remember. A former member and leading lady of the Society, she now 

works with many groups and organizations in and around the area. 

Previous productions with MTS include 42nd Street, The Hot Mikado, 

the magical Witches of Eastwick and Sweeney Todd in 2015. Rachel also 

produces her own shows, more recently Sister Act, The Pirates of Penzance – the Australian 

version and 9 to 5 at the Stoke Rep theatre and along with her wife Liz, successfully set up 

the ever-growing and hugely popular All Woman choir. 

Rachel’s first introduction to Monty Python was the film Life of Brian, a ‘Marmite’ film, and 

Rachel loved it! Although she was never as captivated by the Holy Grail, when she saw the 

musical adaptation, Spamalot, she was hooked. And here she is, directing one of her 

favourite comedy musicals and having a blast. Rachel hopes you enjoy watching King 

Arthur and his knights prancing around in woolly tights, and the occasional glittery 

codpiece, looking for a shrubbery! Laugh till it hurts, she will 

Musical Director
ALUM Robarts

Calum has been annoying people with music for far too many years now.  It all began at the age of about aged eight when someone gave him a recorder and he’s never stopped since.After many years of singing in different choirs, he 
joined Musical Theatre Stafford in 1999 after finding out that  
musicals can actually be quite fun to be in as well as to watch. Since then, 
he bugged the production teams until they finally gave him a few lead roles, the one 

he enjoyed the most being Sweeney Todd in 2015…hopefully it is not because he is a secret 

serial killer!
In 2005 he then decided he should take the singing thing seriously and joined the City of 

Birmingham Symphony Orchestra Chorus, with whom he found a good reason to travel  

around the world singing.  It was obviously all hard work.  He has sung under the batons 

of a few relatively well known conductors such as Sir Simon Rattle, Andris Nelsons, Sir 

Charles Mackerras and Riccardo Chailly with orchestras such as the Berlin Philharmonic, 

the Leipzig Gewandhaus and the London Symphony Orchestra to name but a few.
In 2009, Calum discovered a way to annoy people even more with music and became a 

Musical Director.  He has so far managed to make his way through several shows, and, as 

yet, nothing has gone drastically wrong (famous last words…!)  He has mostly worked 

with Theatre Ingestre since their inception in 2009 and some of the best shows have been 

Evita, Camelot, Little Shop of Horrors, Fiddler on the Roof, Man of La Mancha, Jekyll & 

Hyde and Jesus Christ Superstar, which was, quite frankly, fantastic!  Calum will be once 

more picking up the baton for this summer’s blockbuster show of the old favourite, Oliver! 

at Ingestre Stables in August.Calum has also conducted a few shows with Musical Theatre Stafford, including a cross 

dressing Pirates of Penzance and the award-winning, yes, award winning, How to Succeed  

 
  in Business without Even Trying…. possibly the longest name in 
Musical Theatres history. He hopes that you enjoy Spamalot and laugh 
so hard you injure yourselves!

Twice in 
every show 

(well no, just this one) we  

celebrate a wedding. This April,  

two MTS couples, in true  

Spamalot fashion, tied the knot  

on the same day!

Congratulations to Catherine and Tom 

and Jo and Justin, wishing you all  

the best for your futures  

together!

Twice in 
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two MTS couples, in true  

Spamalot fashion, tied the knot  

on the same day!

Congratulations to Catherine and Tom 

and Jo and Justin, wishing you all  

the best for your futures  

together!
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Tom has been performing with MTS for 
four years now and has played a variety 
of lead roles as well as being in the 
chorus – that’s where the fun can be had 

after all. A self-confessed ‘Python’ nut, 
Tom has seen both the Life of Brian and The Holy Grail more 
times than he can count and is very excited to have landed the 
lead role in Spamalot. King Arthur is such a great character and 
Tom admits to feeling a little daunted at following in the footsteps of giants 
like Tim Curry and the late, great Graham Chapman.
A linguist by trade, Tom speaks both fluent French and German,  
which he puts to good use in his sales job in the gas industry, the 
best part of which is definitely the travel as two of his greatest 
loves (aside from his fiancée’ of course) are cheese and wine. 
As well as performing with MTS, Tom has also appeared in 
two shows with Theatre 1 and enjoys singing and 
performing at any (and every!) opportunity. He would like to 
thank Rachel, Calum and all the wonderfully talented cast 
for making Spamalot such a fantastic show to be part of.

King Arthur

OM Gosling

This is Kellymarie’s third show with 
Musical Theatre Stafford after joining in October 
2015 as a showgirl in Calamity Jane. More recently, 
she performed as Hodel in the society’s production 
of Fiddler on the Roof and is now thrilled to 
have been cast as the Diva… The Lady of 
the Lake!
Growing up in Uttoxeter, Kellymarie 
spent a lot of her spare time in drama 
workshops where she went on to receive 
a grade 8 distinction in acting from 
London Trinity exam board. She has 
been singing and performing for as 
long as she can remember, taking on 
lead roles in many productions 
throughout her school years such as 
Liesel in The Sound of Music and Mrs. 
Lovett in Sweeney Todd.
Recently moving closer to Stafford after living 
in Nottingham for a year studying Music, Kellymarie 
has trained classically and has now set out to achieve her 
diploma in musical theatre performance. She has very recently 
had a change in career and has been working hard setting up her 
own business during the rehearsal process of Spamalot. 
The Lady of the Lake is a dream role for Kellymarie, as she is such a 
huge character to take on. Her songs are so big and challenging 
and Kellymarie has had a lot of fun pushing herself out of her 
comfort zone to take on this Diva role.
She wishes to thank the production team for their hard work 
and support and hopes you enjoy this show-a-lot!

Lady of the Lake
ELLY-MARIE 

Edwards
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This is Tracey’s fourth show with Musical Theatre Stafford. When Tracey 
heard that MTS were going to be staging this massively hilarious 

production that is Spamalot she couldn’t wait and was over the moon 
to be offered the role of King Arthur’s side kick Patsy, in her first full 
on comedic role for the Society. Tracey’s love of performing started at 

primary school, and she has literally not been away from the stage since.  
She has been fortunate in her passion for theatre to have the opportunity 
to play in many superb local venues such as The Mitchell 

Arts Centre, Regent Theatre, Stoke Repertory Theatre, 
The New Vic, St Michael’s Hall, Stone, Stafford Gatehouse 

Theatre and The Met, as well as experiencing the thrill of 
outdoor theatre at Bishton Hall. 

Over the years Tracey has enjoyed being a member of several theatre 
groups, and has been involved many great shows with them. Her favourite 

performances to date include Liz Morden in Our Country’s Good; Amy in 
Company; Mary in Merrily We Roll Along; Mrs. Swabb in Habeas Corpus 
and Mrs Lovett in Sweeney Todd - a MTS production. Tracey hopes you 
enjoy watching this production of Spamalot, as much as she’s enjoyed 
rehearsing it - your laughter makes it all worthwhile!
Special thanks go to Rachel Millar and Calum Robarts  
for their endless enthusiasm and dedication.

   Patsy
 RACEY Brough-Chesters

Sir Robin

ATT Hunt
A Drama and Theatre Studies graduate, Matt 

is now reaching his milestone tenth year of 

performing musical theatre. In this time, he 

has been fortunate to have performed a 

number of roles including Emile De 

Beque in South Pacific, Captain Tempest in 

Return to the Forbidden Planet (Rugeley Musical Theatre Company), Motel 

in Fiddler on the Roof (Theatre Ingestre), Rolf Gruber in The Sound of Music 

(Jean Brown Productions), and The Narrator in Into the Woods (Backstreet 

Theatre Company). He has also been fortunate to have performed with 

Beyond the Barricade as part of locally acclaimed Ovation. 

Matt has been working more behind the scenes lately, assistant directing 

Musical Theatre Stafford’s production of Calamity Jane in May 2016, and more 

recently has been producing and musically directing Alice in Wonderland, The Panto  

with Rugeley Musical Theatre Company earlier this year.

Outside the theatrical world Matt works for Staffordshire Council as a Payments Officer.  

His hobbies include video games, playing the guitar and piano, and spending precious time  

with his girlfriend, family and friends. 

Being a big fan of British Comedy and Monty Python in particular, Matt is delighted to be        

                      performing the part of Robin in Spamalot, although the love for musical theatre,  

                                   
  singing & dancing and a lack of bravery in situations is drawing far too  

                                   
           many parallels between his character and reality!

                                   
             He hopes you enjoy Musical Theatre Stafford’s outing to Camelot  

(even if it is only a model….)
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Mat’s passion for performing and  
musical theatre was sparked from a  
very early age when he joined the Stafford 
Youth Theatre aged 13 and took part in 

shows including Little Shop of Horrors, Animal 
Farm and The Pied Piper of Hamlet. This marked the start of performing in various shows 

elsewhere including Grease, where he played T-bird Roger, Return to the Forbidden Planet and 
Dracula Spectacular, where he took the lead male role of Nick. It was after this that Mat took some time 
away from theatre to pursue music. A keen guitarist, singer and songwriter he spent the next ten years 
playing in various bands, touring and even recording in California. 
His passion for musical theatre however never left and it was after seeing the Society’s performance of 
Calamity Jane that he finally decided to do something about it. Spamalot will be Mat’s second show with 
Musical Theatre Stafford having joined last year for Fiddler on the Roof where he played the minor role of 
Yussell the hat maker and was part of the chorus. Taking on the role of Sir Bedevere in Spamalot will be his 
first principal role and is something he is very much looking forward to. 
Away from the stage Mat can be heard hosting a radio show on Stafford FM, when not working his day job 
as a delivery driver.  Being back on stage is as much fun as Mat remembers and he hopes you enjoy the 
show as much as the cast have enjoyed rehearsing it!

Will completed his BA (Hons) Music and 
MMus Music Performance at Canterbury 
University before becoming a guitar teacher 

in 2004. Over the years he has performed with 
several bands and orchestras, playing in a range of genres including 
blues, rock, classical and gypsy jazz. He has even played in the band 
for a number of musicals over the years, including Fame, Grease and 
The Last 5 Years. For the last twelve years he has been working with 
the Music Service, Services for Education in Birmingham and has 
tutored and directed many contemporary music ensembles in 
Schools across the city including soul bands, rock bands and whole 
class guitar groups. Will has recently been co-directing the Sutton 
Coldfield Soul Academy with his colleagues. The group has 
performed at a number of professional venues in Birmingham 
including the Symphony Hall and the South and City College.
Will joined the Society for their production of Guys and Dolls in 
October 2013, having finally been persuaded by his wife Jess that 
he might enjoy it! He was immediately bitten by the acting bug 
and in 2013 played the roles of Bud Frump in the NODA award 
winning How to Succeed in Business Without Really Trying, 
Rooster in Annie, Darryl Van Horne in The Witches of Eastwick, 
Pirelli in Sweeney Todd, The Demon Barber of Fleet Street and 
Wild Bill Hickok in Calamity Jane. Most recently he performed 
with North Staffs Operatic Society, joining the cast of 9-5 as 
Franklin Hart Jr.
Will loves the show Spamalot and is thrilled to be playing the 
role of Dennis/Sir Galahad. He dedicates his performance in 
the show to his son, also called Arthur, who was born in 
December. He hopes you enjoy the show!

 Dennis Y Sir Galahad
ILL Wood

Sir Bedevere
AT Giles
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Spamalot is Jono’s 
fourth show with MTS. He is really looking forward to appearing in this production as he is a huge Monty Python fan. ‘Herbert’ is such a silly and funny part and Jono has had so much fun playing him. He loves being a part of MTS as it gives him a chance to do something a little different than his day job in a cafe where he often serves egg and bacon; egg sausage and bacon; egg and spam; egg bacon and spam; egg bacon sausage and spam; spam bacon sausage and spam; spam egg spam spam bacon and spam;  spam sausage spam spam bacon spam tomato and spam… He hopes you have a great time and enjoy the  show as much as the cast and production  team have enjoyed producing it!

Sir Lancelot

ARK Phizacklea

“His...name...is Lancelot, and in tight pants a lot, he likes to dance a lot, you 

know you do!” And well, he does. Mark has been involved in theatre and 

performing since high school, taking part in school and college shows, and 

has taken part in amateur and professional productions with Rowlands Rose 

theatre company since 2006. He joined Musical Theatre Stafford in 2015 for 

their production of The Witches of Eastwick, he has also performed with Theatre Ingestre in Fiddler on the 

Roof, Evita and Jekyll and Hyde. In both 2015 and 2016 Mark, has been a part of a professional touring 

pantomime with Jack and the Beanstalk, and Aladdin.

Mark got his first principal role with MTS in Sweeney Todd as Anthony Hope and he has had roles in 

every MTS show since then. In this show he will be playing the role of Sir Lancelot, the Homicidally 

Brave. Mark is a huge Monty Python fan and he hopes that his portrayal of Lancelot expresses the hilarity 

and absurdity of the show and its writing, and lives up to the talent of his performers.

Historian
ELENE Sandy

This is Helene’s first show with MTS although she is no stranger to the 
Gatehouse Theatre, having performed there many times with Lookout!Theatre 
Company. She is also a member of Stone Revellers and has been part of their 
NODA award winning productions Jerusalem and A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 

Helene is really excited to be back on the Gatehouse stage and to be part of this amazing company.  
When she’s not on stage, Helene works for the Partnership Trust in Stafford.

She hopes one day to find her grail and really hopes that it has something to do  
with musical theatre!

  Prince
 Herbert 
ONO
Down
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BIT ABOUT 
MONTY 
PYTHON

‘Monty Python’ was formed by Graham Chapman, John Cleese, Terry 

Gilliam, Eric Idle, Terry Jones, and Michael Palin in the late 1960’s. 

Having become acquainted with each other in the preceding years, 

initially through university - Graham, John and Eric were at Cambridge 

together, while Terry Jones and Michael were at Oxford – and then 

through their work on various television comedy programs, it wasn’t 

until 1969, when the BBC commissioned John Cleese and Graham 

Chapman to produce 13 episodes of a comedy sketch show, that the six 

finally got together and created Monty Pythons Flying Circus. After the 

second series, the Pythons branched out into the world of film with the 

release of And Now for Something Completely Different. Envisaged as a 

way of breaking Monty Python into the American market, it wasn’t as 

successful as they’d hoped and the team soon returned to television.

Adamant to crack the film market and having learnt from their 

experiences with their first attempt, the Pythons were determined to 

keep control of their next film. Decamping to Scotland between the 

third and fourth series of Flying Circus, the group filmed Monty Python 

and the Holy Grail on a tiny budget of £229, 000 (raised in part with 

investments from rock bands Pink Floyd, Genesis, Led Zeppelin and 

Elton John) and with Terry Jones and Terry Gilliam directing. Despite 

some hardship during the filming process - the Scottish weather proving 

typically unfriendly - the team managed to put together a highly 

successful film. And in a fortunate piece of timing, the release of Holy 

Grail coincided with the time that Python was first becoming popular 

in the USA, further boosting the success of the film and convincing the 

team that cinema was the way forward for Monty Python.

They went on to produce the highly controversial Monty Python’s Life of 

Brian, released in 1979, which, despite campaigns to ban it on religious 

grounds, went on to be an enormous success. The Pythons’ next film 

was, as it turned out, the final true Python project.  

Monty Python’s The Meaning of Life was released in  

1983 and was another financial and critical  

success, winning the Jury Prize at the Cannes  

film festival.

Despite all their films containing original songs  

penned by the Pythons, many of which are still considered to be  

comedy classics, it wasn’t until Eric Idle decided to adapt the Holy Grail 

in the early 2000’s that the first Monty Python musical hit the stage. As 

true to the film as a staged production can be, Spamalot retains three 

songs from the film along with several new songs written specifically for 

the musical by Eric Idle and John Du Prez. After opening on Broadway 

in 2005, Spamalot was nominated for fourteen Tony awards of which it 

won three including Best Musical. 
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NIGHTS AIDENS

ROB MINCHER
Dennis’ mother, 
French Taunter, 
Herbert’s Father

JON
WILSON
Mayor, Minstrel  
& Sir Maynard

DAVE 
PHIZACKLEA 
Tim the Enchanter

HEATHER 
BATES
Not Dead Fred

TINA SODEN
Knight of Ni,  
Concord

JANE
STEED

MIKE 
HARTLEY
The Black Knight

BOB 
WHITEHOUSE

STEWART 
BISHOP
Sir Bors

CAROLE 
LANGFORD

JENNIFER 
MARSHALL

DIANE 
PHIZACKLEA

JUSTIN 
CHILES

SIR NOT 
APPEARING

ERIC IDLE 
The Voice of God 

PAMELA 
SWADLING

MANDY 
GAUGE

MEGAN 
MCKINLEY

JO
SEDGLEY- 
CHILES
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AKER 
  GIRLS

CAROLINE 
MILAN

SAMANTHA 
GREEN

MICHELLE 
MAY

LAURA 
WATTLEY 

RACHEL 
PHIZACKLEA

VICKY 
WEBB

INSTRELS
CONDUCTOR  

King Calum Robarts the First

REED 1 Lord Peter of Godfrey

REED 11 Dame Anna of Bourne

TRUMPET 1 Duke Neil of Fryer

TRUMPET 11 Earl Alan of Holder

FRENCH HORN Viscount William of Moss

TROMBONE Prince Robert of Wilshaw

KEYBOARD 1 Baron Roger of Foxcroft

KEYBOARD 11 Marquis Ashley of Mellor

KEYBOARD 111 Sir Giles of Deacon

GUITAR Sir Richard Rowley

VIOLIN Duchess Judith of Cowley

BASS Baronet Jon of Burr

DRUMS Count Matt Davis the Loud

 PPOINTMENTS
 DIRECTOR  
Rachel Millar
MUSICAL DIRECTOR  

Calum Robarts
COMPANY STAGE MANAGER  
Helen Downes
TAP CHOREOGRAPHER  
Hannah Morris
BACK STAGE CREW  
Mike Hartley, Neil Norman,  
Rebecca Steed
REPETITEURS  
Roger Foxcroft and Ashley Mellor

MAKE-UP  
Ruby Ashton, Pauline Bradbury,  
Joy Birds, Sue Zurawiel and team
PROPS Isobel Walter  
COSTUMES  
Molly Limpet’s Sheffield  
and the Company
WARDROBE Cath Jackson
SET Scenery Hire Ltd Cwmbran
SOUND Gatehouse Theatre
LIGHTING Gatehouse Theatre
ORIGINAL ARTWORK & DESIGN  
Wes Fife / Delineatedesign.co.uk 
wes@delineatedesign.co.uk
PROGRAMME & DRESS  
REHEARSAL PHOTOGRAPHY  
Will Fuller Photography 
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ISOBEL Walter 
When Isobel first became a member of MTS  
(then Stafford Operatic Society) she had no idea that  
she would end up nearly forty years later having spent as  
many hours delving into skips and trawling car boot sales and  
charity shops as she has actually on stage.
As a long-serving member of MTS, Isobel is following in her father’s 
footsteps. He became an early member in 1927 and achieved over 50 years 
as performer, treasurer and make up expert. She remembers, as a nine-
year-old, watching his terrifying Mikado and being allowed back-stage to 
marvel at the splendid costumes and set: no health and safety regulations 
in those days!
Declining to grow old gracefully, Isobel is still an occasional playing 
member (character roles, G & S dames and aged crones a specialty), a 
committee member and, in recent years, props authority. By 2005 she 
realized that she had somehow been persuaded to take over the props 
department. It was just about feasible to be on stage and simultaneously 
take charge of the props - with help from the back-stage crew. 
Sourcing and making props is often a big headache. (Directors are 
notoriously vague about what they want and have an annoying habit of 
adding things at the dress rehearsal – or even worse, deciding not to use an 
item that took hours of work). It’s a relief when the hire of a set for a 
particular show also includes the larger props and items of furniture, 
though recently the huge cost of set hire has encouraged directors to use 
“minimal” sets which invariably result in the sourcing of props being even 
more challenging.
Qualifications for the job include some practical skills (in Isobel’s case, 
honed by years of “cutting and sticking” with 5-year old’s) and the 
acceptance that most weekends will be spent going to B & Q or round the 
car boot sales. A pathological aversion to buying or hiring an item when it 
could possibly be had for free is essential. It also helps to be an inveterate 
hoarder of junk that might “come in” for some future show. 
Over the years, she has been asked to produce some strange items: giant 
coins, 20ft banners, period furniture, ventriloquist’s dummies, foam rubber 
pies, papier maché turkeys etc. Spamalot presents a particular challenge, as 
most of the props are unique to the show, and can’t be recycled. Anyone 
need a pile of mud or a killer rabbit?
As the quantity and type of props vary enormously from one show to the 
next, storage has always been a major issue – so if you happen to know of a 
large, dry, cheap, storage space, Isobel would be delighted to hear from you.
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1920s
1924  The Mikado
1925  The Gondoliers
1926  The Yeomen of the Guard
1927  The Pirates of Penzance e Trial by Jury
1928 Patience
1929 Iolanthe

1930s 
1930 Ruddigore
1931 The Mikado
1932  Princess Ida
1933 The Gondoliers
1934 Tom Jones
1935 The Rebel Maid
1936 The Pirates of Penzance e Trial by Jury
1937 The Desert Song
1938 The Quaker Girl
1939 A Country Girl

1940s 
1949 The Mikado

1950s 
1950 Iolanthe
1951 The Yeomen of the Guard
1952 The Gondoliers
1953 Princess Ida
1954 Ruddigore
1955 The Student Prince
1956 The Geisha
1957 Pink Champagne
1958 Night In Venice
1959 The Vagabond King

1960s 
1960 The Merry Widow
1961 Summer Song
1962 The Land Of Smiles
1963 La Belle Helene
1964 Oklahoma!
1965 The Gypsy Baron
1966 Passion Flower
1967 The Gondoliers e The Magic Flute
1968 Lilac Time
1969 La Vie Parisienne

1970s 
1970 White Horse Inn
1971 The Desert Song
1972 H.M.S. Pinafore e Trial by Jury
1973  Orpheus in the Underworld
1974 lolanthe e My Fair Lady
1975 Die Fledermaus
1976 The Passion Flower e The Mikado
1977 The Beggar’s Opera 
1978 Merrie England
1979 The Merry Widow Y Patience 

1980s 
1980 Kismet
1981 Viva Mexico
1982 The New Moon
1983 The Yeomen of the Guard
1984 Oklahoma! e Showboat
1985 The Vagabond King e The Gondoliers
1986 Carousel e Calamity Jane
1987 Waltzes From Vienna e Ruddigore
1988 Brigadoon e Camelot
1989 The Pajama Game e My Fair Lady

1990s 
1990 The Merry Widow e Fiddler On The Roof
1991 The Desert Song e The Sound Of Music
1992 The Gypsy Baron e Guys & Dolls
1993 South Pacific e The Pirates of Penzance
1994 Hello Dolly e Bless The Bride
1995 Annie Get Your Gun e The Mikado
1996 Irene e The Yeomen of the Guard
1997 Oklahoma! e The King & I
1998 Kiss Me Kate e Me & My Girl
1999 Camelot e lolanthe

2000s 
2000 Carousel e H.M.S. Pinafore
2001 Oliver! e Kismet
2002 Fiddler On The Roof e Calamity Jane
2003 The Gondoliers e Guys & Dolls
2004 The Pirates of Penzance 
 Mind Your Manor
2005 The Mikado e My Fair Lady
2006 The Pajama Game e Oklahoma!
2007 Anything Goes e Kiss Me Kate
2008 The Yeomen of the Guard e Crazy For You
2009 Hello Dolly e Annie Get Your Gun
2010  Thoroughly Modern Millie e The King & I
2011 Pirates of Penzance e Oliver!
2012 42nd Street e Hot Mikado
2013 Me & My Girl e Guys & Dolls
2014  How To Succeed in Business  

without Really Trying e Annie
2015 The Witches of Eastwick e Sweeney Todd
2016 Calamity Jane e Fiddler on the Roof

    ERFORMANCE  
HISTORY

INTERESTED IN JOINING 

OUR BAND OF MERRY 

MEN  AND WOMEN!

We are always looking for new people to join our group 

and the only prerequisite (apart from living within 

driving distance of Stafford) is enthusiasm, though as 

we perform musicals, the ability to hold a note is important too.  

But you don’t have to appear on stage to be part of the fun. We are 

also happy to welcome enthusiastic persons to our behind the scenes 

crew, so if you are handy with a hammer, a dab hand with a paint 

brush or nimble with a needle, then get in touch with us at  

MEMBERSHIP@MUSICALTHEATRESTAFFORD.ORG.UK 

to register your interest

ILL  
Foster
who along with his wife  

Val was a member of Stafford 

Operatic Society between 1999 and 2002, 

sadly passed away in November 2016. 

He had played many leading roles in Newbury 

Operatic Society when he was younger and 

very much enjoyed being part of the chorus 

in Stafford Operatic Society as he got older. Bill 

passed on his love of musical theatre to his        

               granddaughter Laura Wattley  

                who is performing in  

             Spamalot tonight.
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